
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S2709 April 27, 2010 
S. 3178 

At the request of Mr. BROWN of Ohio, 
the name of the Senator from Oregon 
(Mr. MERKLEY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3178, a bill to amend the Work-
force Investment Act of 1998 to provide 
for the establishment of Youth Corps 
programs and provide for wider dis-
semination of the Youth Corps model. 

S. 3213 

At the request of Mr. LEVIN, the 
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3213, a bill to ensure that amounts 
credited to the Harbor Maintenance 
Trust Fund are used for harbor mainte-
nance. 

S. 3244 

At the request of Mr. FEINGOLD, the 
name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3244, a bill to provide that 
Members of Congress shall not receive 
a cost of living adjustment in pay dur-
ing fiscal year 2011. 

S. 3259 

At the request of Mr. KOHL, the name 
of the Senator from Alabama (Mr. SES-
SIONS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3259, a bill to amend subtitle A of the 
Antitrust Criminal Penalty Enhance-
ment and Reform Act of 2004 to make 
the operation of such subtitle perma-
nent law. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mrs. HUTCHISON: 
S. 3261. A bill to establish the Buffalo 

Bayou National Heritage Area in the 
State of Texas, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I 
rise today to introduce a bill to des-
ignate the Buffalo Bayou as a National 
Heritage Area. This legislation will 
designate the 25-mile stretch of the 
Houston Ship Channel as the first Na-
tional Heritage Area in Texas. This dis-
tinction will allow up to $1 million an-
nually for 10 years to the area and pro-
vide the tourism benefits of Federal 
recognition without restriction on land 
or commerce. 

In 2002, Congressman GENE GREEN 
and I introduced the Buffalo Bayou Na-
tional Heritage Study Act, which di-
rected the U.S. Department of the Inte-
rior to conduct a study to determine if 
the Buffalo Bayou was eligible to re-
ceive National Heritage Area distinc-
tion. The Department of the Interior 
has concluded that the Buffalo Bayou 
has met the criteria needed for Na-
tional Heritage Area distinction, and I 
support this distinction. I wish to rec-
ognize Congressman GREEN for spear-
heading the efforts to designate the 
Buffalo Bayou as a National Heritage 
Area. 

The Buffalo Bayou has played an im-
portant role in the development of 
Texas and our nation’s commerce. The 
Buffalo Bayou has helped the City of 
Houston become the fourth largest city 

in the United States by supporting oil 
refining, petrochemical production and 
commercial trade. 

The history of the Buffalo Bayou be-
gins on August 30, 1836, when Augustus 
Chapman Allen and his brother, John 
Kirby Allen, founded the City of Hous-
ton near the banks of the Buffalo 
Bayou. The city was incorporated on 
June 5, 1837, and named after the 
former General and President of the 
Republic of Texas, Sam Houston. One 
of the most significant battles in the 
history of Texas, the Battle of San 
Jacinto, was fought at the mouth of 
Buffalo Bayou and the San Jacinto 
River. It paved the way for the Repub-
lic of Texas to become an independent 
country. 

If approved by Congress, the Buffalo 
Bayou’s National Heritage Area status 
would enhance as well as promote the 
national significance of this historic 
waterway. 

By Mr. AKAKA (for himself and 
Mr. ENSIGN): 

S. 3263. A bill to establish a Chief 
Veterinary Officer in the Department 
of Homeland Security, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I rise 
today to introduce a bill, along with 
Senator ENSIGN, to establish a Chief 
Veterinary Officer within the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. I want to 
acknowledge the leadership that our 
colleagues in the House, especially 
Representative ROGERS of Alabama, 
have shown in introducing a bipartisan 
companion bill. This bipartisan, bi-
cameral legislation advances increased 
focus on veterinary health, food de-
fense, and agricultural security within 
the Department of Homeland Security. 
Importantly, it does this without cre-
ating an additional layer of manage-
ment within the Department. 

Animal disease and zoonotic out-
breaks are a looming threat to the 
United States. A major foreign animal 
disease outbreak, such as foot-and- 
mouth disease, could have far-reaching 
effects, threatening our food supply 
and harming both domestic commerce 
and international trade. The Depart-
ment of Homeland Security would be 
called upon to provide leadership and 
to integrate the necessary assets and 
people from across the Nation to re-
spond to such an incident. 

This bill would strengthen the De-
partment’s capacity to prepare for and 
respond to such a crisis by ensuring 
that there is a veterinary leader within 
the Department who is fully prepared 
and empowered to respond. The Sec-
retary of Homeland Security would be 
required to appoint a veterinarian with 
expertise in veterinary public health, 
emergency preparedness, and other re-
lated fields as the Department’s Chief 
Veterinary Officer. He or she would 
lead the division of the Department 
with primary responsibility for veteri-
nary issues, food defense, and agricul-

tural security, and would serve as the 
Department’s lead policy advisor and 
principal point of contact on those 
issues. This senior leader also would 
provide overall guidance for the health 
of the Department’s working animals 
that play a vital role in the Nation’s 
defense. 

I have long been concerned about the 
Nation’s ability to prepare for and re-
spond to agriculture disasters, such as 
a catastrophic foreign animal disease 
outbreak. In February, 2009, I held a 
hearing on protecting public and ani-
mal health and received testimony 
from several agencies, including the 
Government Accountability Office, 
GAO, which had recently completed a 
review of the Federal veterinary work-
force. GAO reported troubling short-
falls in our veterinarian workforce and 
our planning to respond to foreign ani-
mal disease and zoonotic outbreaks. I 
believe that this bill will help address 
this challenge and support a more ca-
pable and prepared Department of 
Homeland Security. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting this legislation. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 3263 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. CHIEF VETERINARY OFFICER OF DE-

PARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECU-
RITY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title III of the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 181 et seq.) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 317. CHIEF VETERINARY OFFICER. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—There is in the Depart-
ment a Chief Veterinary Officer, who shall be 
appointed by the Secretary. 

‘‘(b) REPORTING RELATIONSHIP.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Chief Veterinary Of-

ficer shall report directly to the Chief Med-
ical Officer. 

‘‘(2) EXCEPTION.—If an individual other 
than the Assistant Secretary for Health Af-
fairs is serving as the Chief Medical Officer, 
the Chief Veterinary Officer shall report di-
rectly to the Assistant Secretary for Health 
Affairs. 

‘‘(c) QUALIFICATIONS.—The individual ap-
pointed as Chief Veterinary Officer shall be a 
veterinarian who possesses— 

‘‘(1) a demonstrated ability in and knowl-
edge of veterinary public health and emer-
gency preparedness; and 

‘‘(2) other professional experience, as de-
termined by the Secretary, including experi-
ence in agriculture, food defense, and dis-
aster medicine. 

‘‘(d) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The Chief Veteri-
nary Officer shall— 

‘‘(1) be the head of the division of the De-
partment with primary responsibility for 
veterinary issues, food defense, and agri-
culture security; and 

‘‘(2) have primary responsibility within the 
Department for responsibilities relating to 
veterinary medicine and veterinary public 
health, including— 

‘‘(A) serving as the principal authority in 
the Department responsible for advising the 
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Secretary, in coordination with the Assist-
ant Secretary for Health Affairs, on veteri-
nary public health, food defense, and agricul-
tural security issues; 

‘‘(B) providing guidance for the health and 
welfare of the working animals of the De-
partment, including those used to enhance 
transportation, border, and maritime secu-
rity, and for other purposes; 

‘‘(C) leading the policy initiatives of the 
Department relating to— 

‘‘(i) food, animal, and agricultural inci-
dents, and the impact of such incidents on 
animal and public health; and 

‘‘(ii) overall domestic preparedness for and 
collective response to agricultural terrorism; 

‘‘(D) serving as the principal point of con-
tact in the Office of Health Affairs for— 

‘‘(i) all veterinary preparedness and re-
sponse research and development; and 

‘‘(ii) sharing homeland security veterinary 
medical information with Department offi-
cials, including all components with veteri-
nary, food, or agricultural interests; 

‘‘(E) serving as the principal point of con-
tact within the Department with respect to 
veterinary homeland security issues for— 

‘‘(i) the Department of Agriculture, the De-
partment of Defense, the Department of 
Health and Human Services, and other Fed-
eral departments and agencies; and 

‘‘(ii) State, local, and tribal governments, 
the veterinary community, and other enti-
ties within and outside the Department; and 

‘‘(F) performing such other duties relating 
to the responsibilities of the Chief Veteri-
nary Officer as the Secretary may require. 

‘‘(e) ADVANCE NOTICE OF REORGANIZATION 
REQUIRED.—Not later than 180 days before 
carrying out any reorganization within the 
Department that would affect any responsi-
bility of the Chief Veterinary Officer, the 
Secretary shall submit to the appropriate 
congressional committees a report on the 
proposed reorganization.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents in section 1(b) of such Act is 
amended by adding at the end of the items 
relating to title III the following: 
‘‘Sec. 317. Chief Veterinary Officer.’’. 

By Mr. MCCAIN (for himself, Mr. 
TESTER, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. 
BEGICH, Mr. BURR, Mr. 
CHAMBLISS, Mr. BROWNBACK, 
Mr. HATCH, Mr. BENNETT, Mr. 
WICKER, and Mr. ISAKSON): 

S. 3265. A bill to restore Second 
Amendment rights in the District of 
Columbia; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I am 
proud to introduce the Second Amend-
ment Enforcement Act today with Sen-
ator TESTER. I have always supported 
Americans’ Second Amendment rights 
and was pleased when the Supreme 
Court found in June 2008 that the Dis-
trict of Columbia had reached too far 
in restricting the District’s residents 
from owning firearms and defending 
themselves in their home. The legisla-
tion that we introduce today seeks to 
implement the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion in District of Columbia v. Heller. 

Specifically, the Second Amendment 
Enforcement Act would codify many of 
the laws the District of Columbia City 
Council has put in place in response to 
the Supreme Court’s decision. For ex-
ample, this legislation would codify 
the District’s repeal of the semiauto-
matic ban and retain the District’s ban 

on fully-automatic machine guns. The 
legislation would also codify the Dis-
trict City Council’s law that prohibits 
the carrying of firearms into the Dis-
trict’s public buildings that have im-
plemented security measures and cod-
ify the Council’s law regulating the 
carrying of rifles or shotguns. 

The legislation would correctly re-
store the right of self-defense for any 
District resident in his or her home. 
Previously, the District had a require-
ment that any firearm kept in a home 
be stored in a manner that made it es-
sentially useless for self-defense, e.g. 
kept ‘‘unloaded and either disassem-
bled or secured by a trigger lock, gun 
safe, locked box, or other secure de-
vice.’’ The legislation would also clar-
ify that landlords cannot prohibit fire-
arms in rented homes or offices or dic-
tate what firearms tenants may own. 

Most egregious was the District’s re-
strictions on the purchase of firearms 
and outright ban on the purchase of 
ammunition. At the heart of the Su-
preme Court’s decision was that Dis-
trict residents must be able to own op-
erable firearms for lawful purposes, 
which must then allow residents mean-
ingful opportunities to purchase fire-
arms and ammunition. Since the Dis-
trict does not have traditional retail 
gun shops and current federal law pro-
hibits a person from purchasing hand-
guns outside the person’s State of resi-
dence, the legislation would amend 
Federal law to allow District residents 
the ability to purchase guns from fed-
erally-licensed dealers in Maryland and 
Virginia and then transport them back 
to their homes in DC. Let me be very 
clear on this point, this legislation 
would not allow residents of the Dis-
trict to buy firearms from anyone who 
is not a federally-licensed dealer, even 
at a gun show. I believe this is a very 
reasonable restriction and one that 
again, like much of this legislation, 
takes into consideration the concerns 
of the District’s City Council. 

Some may ask why a Senator from 
Arizona and a Senator from Montana 
would introduce legislation that im-
pacts the lives of District residents. It 
is simple—we believe that residents 
across this country should have access 
to firearms to protect themselves, par-
ticularly in their own home or place of 
business. It is a constitutional right 
and one that was put in place by the 
Founding Fathers, recognized by the 
Supreme Court and cherished by many 
Americans. However, the District of 
Columbia City Council did not follow 
the Supreme Court’s directive in fully 
updating their city’s laws regarding 
firearms, and so now it is up to Con-
gress to ensure that District residents’ 
rights are respected by their govern-
ment. 

I hope my colleagues will join me in 
supporting this important legislation 
that will not only restore District resi-
dents’ rights, but also ensure that no 
resident in any State, territory or the 
District is prevented from exercising 
his or her Second Amendment right. 

Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I rise 
today to introduce the Second Amend-
ment Enforcement Act of 2010 with 
Senators MCCAIN, BEGICH, BENNETT, 
BROWNBACK, BURR, CHAMBLISS, 
GRAHAM, HATCH and WICKER to codify 
the landmark U.S. Supreme Court deci-
sion District of Columbia v. Heller, 
which ruled Washington, DC’s, decades- 
old ban on firearms unconstitutional. 
This bill will repeal the District of Co-
lumbia’s restrictions on semiautomatic 
firearms, current gun storage law and 
complicated firearms registration sys-
tem. It will ensure that law-abiding 
persons in Washington, DC, are able to 
fully exercise their Second Amendment 
rights just like all other Americans. 

My cosponsors and I, all signers of 
the bipartisan friend-of-the-court brief 
for District of Columbia v. Heller, urg-
ing the Court to support gun rights, 
think this is a very important bill and 
we welcome our colleagues’ support. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 501—RECOG-
NIZING AND SUPPORTING THE 
GOALS AND IDEALS OF SEXUAL 
ASSAULT AWARENESS MONTH 
Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. 

BROWNBACK, and Mr. FRANKEN) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 501 
Whereas on average, a person is sexually 

assaulted in the United States every 21⁄2 min-
utes; 

Whereas the Department of Justice reports 
that 203,830 people in the United States were 
sexually assaulted in 2008; 

Whereas 1 in 6 women and 1 in 33 men have 
been victims of rape or attempted rape; 

Whereas the Department of Defense re-
ceived 2,908 reports of sexual assault involv-
ing members of the Armed Forces in fiscal 
year 2008, representing an 8 percent increase 
from fiscal year 2007; 

Whereas children and young adults are 
most at risk of sexual assault, as 44 percent 
of sexual assault victims are under 18 years 
of age, and 80 percent are under the 30 years 
of age; 

Whereas sexual assault affects women, 
men, and children of all racial, social, reli-
gious, age, ethnic, and economic groups in 
the United States; 

Whereas women, children, and men suffer 
multiple types of sexual violence, including 
acquaintance, stranger, spousal, and gang 
rape, incest, child sexual molestation, forced 
prostitution, trafficking, forced pornog-
raphy, ritual abuse, sexual harassment, and 
stalking; 

Whereas it is estimated that the percent-
age of completed or attempt rape victimiza-
tion among women in institutions of higher 
education is between 20 and 25 percent over 
the course of a college career; 

Whereas, in addition to the immediate 
physical and emotional costs, sexual assault 
has associated consequences that may in-
clude post-traumatic stress disorder, sub-
stance abuse, major depression, homeless-
ness, eating disorders, and suicide; 

Whereas only 41 percent of sexual assault 
victims pursue prosecution by reporting 
their attack to law enforcement agencies; 

Whereas 2⁄3 of sexual crimes are committed 
by persons who are not strangers to the vic-
tims; 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 03:44 Jul 08, 2010 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00038 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORD10\RECFILES\S27AP0.REC S27AP0m
m

ah
er

 o
n 

D
S

K
D

5P
82

C
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 C

O
N

G
-R

E
C

-O
N

LI
N

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-05-02T11:31:30-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




